
Cincinnati Democratic Executive Committee (Ward Chairs Included) 

Meeting Minutes 

March 5, 2009 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:09pm by Dan Ticotsky, Co-Chair of the CDC. 

 

In attendance; Harriett Russell, Freeman McNeal, Loyce Taylor-Page, Shawn Baker, Tim Burke, Catherine 

Barrett, Barb Myers, Dan Ticotsky, Denise Deitemeyer, Donald Newberry and Darren Tolliver. 

 

Dan Ticotsky passed out the current CDC bylaws and the draft bylaws that were worked on in 2007. 

 

He explained we were meeting to discuss two topics; the endorsement committee process and the 

current status of the CDC bylaws. 

 

Denise Dietemeyer briefly explained where the former committee left off on the drafted bylaws.  The 

committee met several times but never came to a consensus as to what they should submit to the 

Executive Committee. 

 

Barb Myers expressed her concerns about the current and revised bylaws stating that it only permits 

only one Chair.  She suggested that the revised bylaws be left open for a Chair and Co-Chairs. 

 

Dan stated that the Executive Committee will vote on any revised section of the bylaws before going to 

a vote to the precinct executive of the CDC.  In addition, he explained, that if the Mayor would be 

challenged by a Democratic candidate; he suggested that the committee be neutral in an endorsement. 

 

Discussion on current and draft bylaws pursued.  The Executive Committee agreed to use the draft 

version of the bylaws as a starting point for the Bylaws Committee.   

 

Harriett Russell made a motion to establish a Bylaws Committee. 

The motion was seconded by Freeman McNeal and was approved. 

Those interested in serving on the Bylaws Committee include; Freeman McNeal, Loyce Taylor-Page, 

Shawn Baker, Dan Ticotsky, Denise Dietemeyer and Donald Newberry.  More Cincinnati precinct 

executives will be appointed. 

 

Harriett Russell made a motion that the Bylaws Committee report to Executive Committee in 4 weeks, 

or by Wednesday, April 1, 2009.  

The motion was seconded by Dan Ticotsky and was approved. 

The committee will elect a chair if so desired. 

The Executive Committee will meet on this day at 7pm to review what has been completed by the 

committee. 

 

Barb Myers gave the Treasurer’s report.  The CDC has $200.01 in a business account held at Fifth Third 

Bank.  Dan Ticotsky will be the co-signer on the account.  Barb plans on ordering checks in the near 

future. 

 

Shawn Baker discussed the domain name for the CDC website. 

Harriett Russell made a motion to allow Shawn to purchase the domain name and the cost not to 

exceed $25 to establish the website’s domain name.  



The motion as seconded by Freeman McNeal and approved. 

 

Dan Ticotsky moved the agenda to the Endorsement Committee; both for Cincinnati City Council and 

Cincinnati School Board.  He stated that many people are interested in serving on the Cincinnati City 

Council Endorsement Committee and they include: 

 

Margo Rose 

Jane Anderson 

Gary Skitt 

Donald Newberry 

Don Ahlers 

Rick Boenitsch 

David Little 

Beth Luken 

Yolanda Miller 

Sally Kristel 

Jenny Edwards 

Denise Dietemeyer 

Tom West 

Will Prost 

Charles Wagner 

Freeman McNeal 

Tim Burke 

Kathy Helmbock 

Sha-Ron Wilson 

Roscoe Fultz 

Loyce Taylor-Page 

 

All Officers and Vice-Chairs of the CDC will automatically be committee members. 

The Executive Committee will make sure that those who serve on the committee represent a good cross 

section of the City of Cincinnati. 

 

Dan Ticotsky continued the agenda to the Cincinnati School Board Endorsement Committee, those 

interested in serving on the committee include: 

 

Walter Reinhaus 

Paul Komarek 

Donald Newberry 

Charles Wagner 

Sarah Gideonse 

Tim Kraus 

Loyce Taylor-Page 

Darren Tolliver 

Sha-Ron Wilson 

Jane Simon 

Mayor John Smith 

 



Harriett Russell explained that we/ the endorsement committee should be strategic about school board 

endorsements.  She expressed that the candidates should be strong and endorsed by labor.  She offered 

to raise more money than the 2007 race to run another coordinated campaign.  She proposed that we 

send a certified letter to 4 incumbents to allow them to express interest in re-running and if they are 

interested in the Democratic endorsement.   

 

Harriett Russell requested that the candidates have petitions completed and pre-checked by the Board 

of Elections by June.  Harriett added that it’s important to know who is interested in running to raise 

enough money for a coordinated campaign. 

 

After discussion, the Executive Committee decided against Harriett’s request. 

 

Harriett raised the idea that we invite the 4 Democratic School Board incumbents to interview in front of 

the endorsement committee.  She added that we ask the candidates to pull petitions, at least, by the 

interview. 

 

Dan Ticotsky added that we have the 2007 Council questions that we can use for the 2009 race. 

 

Freeman McNeal will look for 2007 questions to be used for the 2009 school board endorsements. 

 

Tim Burke added that we will have a Campaign School in April of 2009. 

 

Petitions will be available at the next CDC meeting for both School Board and Council.  Shawn Baker will 

provide blank petitions for candidates to be completed at the meeting. 

 

In conclusion Dan Ticotsky stated that the Council and School Board endorsement process should begin 

in two weeks from meeting date.  Also, that all interviews be completed by April 2009.  The next CDC 

meeting will be held on Saturday, May 16 at 9am.  At this meeting the CDC body will vote to approve the 

endorsements and the CDC bylaws.  Dan added he will secure a location for the meeting and that it gives 

us a timeline and deadline for endorsements. 

 

The Executive Committee agreed that if the Bylaws Committee cannot agree on the final draft, they will 

provide the Executive Committee a few options for approval by the Executive Committee; that draft will 

be taken to the full body. 

 

Ward Chairs in Hamilton County, outside of the City of Cincinnati have agreed to count the votes at 

future CDC meetings. 

 

Clarification of the Ohio State Party being the chartering agent, underneath being the Hamilton County 

Democratic Party, and then the City’s Democratic Committee under the County’s Party was explained. 

 

Darren Tolliver moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Freeman McNeal seconded the motion and approved. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Shawn Baker, Secretary of the Cincinnati Democratic Committee 

 



 

 

 

 


